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CHARLES TABER, 


No, 45 Union St. 


Na SADFORDD., 


Has constantly on hand a large assortment of 


Charts and Nautical Instruments, and Works on Navigation, 
errr COMPRISIN Govnnrann 


Blunt's Norie’s Laurie’s Steele’s < Horshurg’s Publications. 


Sextants, Quadrants, Octants Barometers, Telescopes, 
Spy Glasses, Thermometers, Gunter’s Scales 
Dividers, Paralell Rules, &c. &c. 


WITH ~~~ 
Horsburg’s East India Directory, Bowditch’s Navigator, 
Blunt’s Coast Pilot, Shipmaster’s Assistant, Nautical 
Almanacs, Lunar Tables, &c. é&c. and. 


STATIONERY OF ALL WINDS, 


Paper, Quills, Ink, Wafers, Log Books, Log Slates, Journal Books, 
Pen Knives, Jack Knives, Steel Pens, Gold Pens, and 
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Tue VoyaGE To CAtirarniA.—A few ex- 
tracts from the journal of a late townsman, of a 
voyage to California, though performed several 
years since, may not be uninteresting to those of 
our seafaring friends who may be leaving for that 

olden region. It may prove of service in cross- 
ing the equator on the Pacific sidegand approach- 
ing California and St: Francisca harbor. , 

“Feb. 9.—We this day crossed the equator, in 
lon. 115d. 57m. west, and found the variation to be 
5d, 32m. east. I found that in making a passage 
from south of the equator to California it was best 
crossing the line in 110 to 145d. west longitude, 
as there strong S. E. trades preyail south, and fine 
N. E. trades with good weather north of the line. 
By keeping well to the westward of the Gallipa- 
gos Islands, stronger and steadier winds are found 
than farther east. On leaving the N. E. trades, 
if bound to California, you should go as far as 130 
or 135d. west, where you will be sure to find, at 
this season, strong N. W. and W. N. W. ea 
which will carry you well up the coast of Oalifor- 
nia. Should you go east of the Gallipagos Islahds ~ 
and cross the line far east, you will entothter’ 
strong N. W. gales, driving you on to the coast of | 


Mexico, where you will be obliged to west i 


and stand.back to the southward and westwar an 
long distance, to put you in a position.to fetch the _ 
coast of California—causing you much delay, and” 
'vexation., An instance of this kind oceurted® 
while I was on the coast. A-remarkably fast — 
sailing French ship, of 400 tons _burthen, came 
in from Callao, by the eastern route I have de-- 
scribed, crossing the line in the lon. of 86 or 87d. 
west, steering direct for Cape St. Lucas, the south- 
ern cape of California, and had 90 days passage. 


Y 
I went the western route from Callao, and_ was | 
47 days. The French ship met the strong N. W. 
windyiand had to’stand to the southward. I lost 
the N. E. trades in lat. 20d. 30m. north, and then 
took the wind N. N. W. toN. N. E., standing to- 
the N. and westward as far ag lon. 131d. 49m._ 
| west, lat. 36d. 46m. north. ‘The variation from | 
| the line to 20d. north lat., in lon. 127d. west, was’ 
6 degrees easterly ; from 20d. to 38d. north, it 
increased to 14d. easterly. : | 

In running:for the harbor of St.’ Francisco, it 
.is best to makethe Farralone Islands, and from 
them steer E. N. E. by compass for four or. five 

leagues, when you will open the bay of St. Fran- | 
cisco. The Farralone Islands, or Rocks, extend, — 
in three clusters, N. N.-W. and E. S: E,, about 
15 miles. The eastern one is the largest—high 
and rugged, lying about 7 leagues W. S. W. from 
the entrance to St. Francisco harbor ; which en- 
trance is very narrow, being two anda half miles: 
only from N. W. to S. W. points of the entrance, 
‘diminishing in width as you approach the old 
Mexicar Fort, where it is only 3-4 of a mile 
across. The tide ebbs and flows twice in 24 
hours. 

The entrance of St. Francisco, in spring and 
summer, is very much obscured by dense fogs, 
causing its approach to be very dangerous te 
strangers. Fromthe 8. W. point to the old Mex- 
ican Fort is about three miles ; then opens-a 
and spacious bay. Very heavy N.*W. wi 
prevail a great part of the time, blowing direct 
in through this entrance to the harbor. - Against 
these winds, blowing in, a very strong’ é 
tide (running 6 or 7 knots) setting, heaves t 
very disagreeable and sometimes dangerous sea, 
having the appearance of breakers extending en- 
tirely across the entrance of the harbor, where 
the water is 5 to 7 fathoms. Ships should avoid, 
if possible, anchoring near the entranee, &s the 
rapidity and irregularity ef the current swings a 
ship round a dozen times an hour, causing her 
chains toinjure her copper, and being liable to: 
strike adrift, from the heavy gusts of wind that 
rush in round the Fort point. 

The best anchorage is at a place ealled “ Yerba 
Buena,” which is just above the second point on 
'the starboard hand going in—give the shore a 

berth of half a mile in running up; after passing 
the point, haul eiosé in shore oppesite a small 
shingley beach, anchoring in 4 to 6 fathoms, with 


‘tmuddy bottom and good helding ground—oppo- 


site this anchorage, is a large high fsland, three | 
or four miles distant. In anchoring, haul well in 
shore, to avoid the strength of the tide—the an- 
chorage is about one-eighth of a mile off shore. 
Moor, with a bower anchor, N. W. and S.-E. 

The wind and tide-are so strong that it is desir- 
able to anchor as near shore as possible. Com- 
munication by boats with the shore, is often times: 
very hazardous, if distant from the shore. In 
landing and taking off in your boats cargo, or 
wood and water, it should be done at high water 
as a mud bank makes off half way from the shore’ 
to the anchorage. Abundance of wood and good 
water are to be obtained here.”—[Salem Register.. 
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